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HISTORIC

Lorado Taft Midway Studios
AND/OR COMMON

Lorado Taft Midway Studios

LOCATION
STREETS NUM3ER
University of Chicago, 6016 Ingleside Avenue —NOT FOR PUSUCATION

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Chicago VICINITY OF

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

Illinois 05 C.nn^ on-

QCLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENTUSE
_DI STRICT —PUBLIC XXoCCUPiED ^AGRICULTURE MUSEUM
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—STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS. —PRIVATE RESIDENCE

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE
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_OBJECT —IN PROCESS —GOVERNMENT SCIENTIFIC
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OWNER OF PROPERTY
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University of Chicago, ( Office of Special Events, Administration Bmi^no)
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STATE'
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D£SCR|BETHE PR ESENT AND ORIGINAL UF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Lorado Taft's wife, Ada Bartlett Taft, described the Midway Studios in her
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After Taft left the Midway in 1929, the Associated Sculptors used the building,

with several artists maintaining their residence there, until 1936, After

Taft's death the university used the area for the anthropology department

and for storage, and finally for the Art Department. In 1966 the complex

underwent a major renovation for use by the Art Department. The old part

of the studios was repaired, but little of the basic plan was changed, and

a new building, the painting studio, was built in 1972.

The Midway Studios is a labyrinthe of studios housed in a rambling collection

of brick buildings with jutting roofs of different heights and slopes, made

up of parts of different kinds of brick and stone and variously patterned
shingles, although the overall colors are black trim on dark brick. Skylights
cover the roof and illumine every room, including baths. There are great

old-fashioned heavy doors and windows of every shape and size in an irregular
arrangement. Inside there are high-cellinged studios, exposed beams, dozens
of skylights, overhanging balconies and stairs leading to them, upstairs working
quarters, and lots of little private corners and nooks suited for artists' use.

New lights, new ceilings, fresh paint, new kitchen facilities and equipment
have adapted the old studios for contemporary art use, while making no basic
changes to the structure or character of the Taft Studios—except for the
construction in 1972 of the new painting studio—to the northwest, and of lighter
brick , two stories, with skylight roof.

The Court, once lined with full-size plaster models, is now a gallery for
student work. Most of the studios around the court are used for classes,
Taft's private studio in the brick barn is used for independent work, while the

courtyard is used for summer art lectures.

Taft's studio soon grew to abut and connect with the large two and one-half
story, brick, Victorian house on the corner of 60th and Ingleside, which he
used as residence and storage area. Then the complex grew from this house west
along 60th Street. All the various structures are connected by hails, doors
or covered passages. The courtyard, which is now filled with the work, of
students and the sculptors-in-residence is surrounded by studios on three sides,
and on the west by shrubbery and a fence.
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SPECIFIC DATES 1906-1929

STATEMENT Of SIGNIFICANCE

BUILDER/ARCHITECT Lorado Taft

A sculptor of realistic works of monumental scale, Lorado Taft (1860-1936)

executed numerous memorials, fountains, group sculptures, military monuments,

and portraits. Through these works, his writings, and his many years as an

art teacher and lecturer, he greatly influenced American sculpture, and in

particular that produced by Midwestern artists.

Taft entered the University of Illinois in 1875, was graduated with honors in

1879, and received a Master of Arts degree in 1880. While attending the

University he took what rudimentary art instruction he could along with his

other studies. He then left for Paris, where he spent three years as a student

at the Ecole des Beaux Arts. His record there was outstanding; he was cited

as "top man" in his studio and twice exhibited at the Salon.

Taft remained in Paris until 1885. In 1886 he opened a studio in Chicago and

joined the faculty of the Chicago Art Institute, where he taught until 1907.

There he pioneered in new methods of sculpture instruction. Where previous

teaching had been limited to work in clay and plaster, Taft introduced marble

carving; and, by assiging group compositions instead of individual projects,

he gave his students experience with complex organizational problems, Taft

continued to lecture at the Art Institute until 1929, lectured at the

University of Chicago from 1892, and after 1919 was nonresident professor
of art affiliated with the University of Illinois.

Taft's earlier works, such as the "Awakening of the Flowers," commissioned for
the Columbian Exposition of 1893, showed the influence of his French training.
With French sculptors of" the period he shared a technically solid naturalism
and an enthusiasm for basically illustrational or mythical themes. However, by
the turn of the century he had developed a personal style which, although still
conservative, was broader and more simplified. His "Solitude of the Soul"
(1901) at the Art Institute in Chicago and the monumental "Black. Hawk" (1911)
at Oregon, Illinois, well Illustrate this change.

In the field of fountain sculpture Taft was preeminent. After executing the
"Columbus Memorial Fountain" in Washington, D.C., in 1912, he received
commissions for many other fountains. Among these were the "Ferguson Fountain
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of the Great Lakes" (1913) in Chicago, the "Thatcher Memorial Fountain" (1917)

in Denver, and the "Fountain of Time" (1922) in Chicago.

To accommodate these large fountains Taft moved an old two-story, hip-roofed

barn to the Chicago Midway. This was the nucleus of the famous Midway Studios,

a collection of buildings housing an ever-changing group of independent artists

and students who worked and lived together.

Remaining productive until his death in 1936, Taft executed numerous works,

ranging from low reliefs to very large complex groups. Among the better known

are "Lincoln, the Young Lawyer" (1927), "The Pioneers" (1928), "Alma Mater"

(1929), and the "Lincoln-Douglas Debate" (1936).

Although today Taft's work is considered conservative, his place in the history

of American art is unquestioned. He is recognized as being among the earliest

American sculptors to work with group compositions and one of the first to

execute monumental fountains; and his book on The History of American Sculpture

(published in 1903), the first comprehensive work on the subject, is still

regarded as sound. Perhaps, however, his greatest importance was as an "art

missionary." Believing beauty and art should be a part of everyday life and

feeling this could best be accomplished by education of the young, he worked

unceasingly to encourage art education in the public schools.

The Midway Studios, on the Midway Plaisance at 6016 South Ingleside Avenue in

Chicago, are owned today by the University of Chicago and are used as classrooms

and studios by the University's Art Department. The Studios appear today

very much as they did when Taft worked and taught there. Of especial interest is

the Court Gallery, which in Taft's day, held plaster models of classic

sculpture, and some of the artist's works; now it is used for continually

changing student displays. The barn, which Taft moved to the Midway and used

as his private studio, is used today by students pursuing individual projects.

History from original report, 1965.
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The Midway Studios are located in lots 5, 6, and 7 in block 5 in Clarke,

Martin and Layton's subdivision of the South 1/2 of the North 1/2 of the

Southwest 1/4 of Section 14, Township 39 North, Range 14 East of the Third

Principal Meridean, in Cook' County, Illinois.

As seen on the enclosed "University of Chicago campus map, "beginning at the

south west corner of East 60th Street and Ingleside Avenue, the boundary

follows the west curb of Ingleside Avenue in a southerly direction to the

southeast corner of the old barn; thence due west along the southern wall of

complex which is, immediately adjacent to an alley, and then a fence which
encloses the Studio's property; thence north along the fence which is screened
by a row of shrubs at the west end of the court yard to East 60th Street;
thence east along the southern curb of East 60th Street to the beginning point,

Of the structures enclosed within this boundary, only the 1972 painting
studio is non-historic and does not contribute to the national significance of

the landmark.
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Name of Site:

Common Taft Midway Studios

Historic

Location:

Street and Number
6016 S. Ingleside
City or Town

Chicago
Zip Code

Township

Range

Section

h Section

County
Cook

3. Classification :

Category (check one) Integrity (check one)

(^ Building

( ) Structure
( ) District

( ) Site

Ownership :

(X) Private

( ) Public

Access to Public

( ) Yes (*) Restricted ( ) Unrestricted

Present Use (check one or more)

( ) Altered
( ) Moved

Status (check one)

(x) Unalter
(x) Origina

Site

(x) Occupied
( ) Unoccupied
( ) Preservation work in progress

( ) No

( ) Agricultural

( ) Commercial
(x) Educational
( ) Entertainment

( ) Government

) Industrial

) Military
) Museum
) Park

) Private Residence

( ) Religious

( ) Scientific
( ) Transportation
( ) Other

5. Ownership of Property :

Owner's Name University of Chicago

Street and Number

Phone Number

City or Town

fc
State County

^6. Description: 1 & 2 storv brick

( ty Excellent ( ) Good
( ) Ruins ( ) Unexposed

( ) Fair

Is there a program of preservation underway?

Zip Code

( ) Deteriorated

(x) Yes ( ) No



Historical Themes: (check one or more of the following)

) Archeological Site
) Archeological Site
) French Influence
) Illinois Frontier
) Illinois Early

x) Illinois Middle
x) Illinois Late
y) Famous People

(Pre-Columbian)
(Post-Columbian to 1673)
(1673-1780)
(1780-1818)
(1818-1850)
(1850-1900)
(1900-present)
(give names & dates) Laredo Taft

8. Specific Date: ca. 1900

Areas of significance (check one or more of the following)

x

(historic)
(pre-historic)

Aboriginal
Aboriginal
Agriculture
Architecture
Art
Commerce
Communication
Conservation
Education
Engineering
Industry
Invention
Landscape Architecture

fc

Literature
Military
Music
Political
Religion/Philosophy
Science
Sculpture
Soc ial /Humani tarian
Theater
Transportation
Urban Planning
Other (specify)

Brief statement of significance: (include all names and dates)
Use additional sheets if necessary. >Laredo jaft's Chicago Studio
National Register. National Historic Landmark Restored and still used

9. Form prepared by:

Name and Title:

as art studio

Date: 6/23/75

Organization: Phone

:

Street and Number:

City or Town: County

:

Zip Code

During the course of the Survey we often find it necessary to search for a
particular site. When filling out the Survey form, please list according to the
following example, published references to the site for which forms are being
completed. If a bibliography can be compiled, it will greatly deduct from the Survey's
task.
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